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The Dragonfly
From the Minister’s Study
“Love came down that first Christmas”
As we enter into the busy Christmas season in our
world - Advent is beginning in the church.
Outside the hustle and bustle of Christmas is
moving into high gear.
Inside the church we are encouraged to step away
from the frantic busy-ness this season seems to
always thrust upon us. We are invited to simply
sink into the solace of God’s goodness and grace in
our lives.
Outside we are moving into high gear- hurry up get that Christmas baking done, your Christmas
cards written and of course you have to take care
of all those good boys and girls on your Christmas
list.

Christmas lights recently. Perhaps you did the
same thing? I am so looking forward to celebrating
our first Christmas here in Muskoka! Perhaps,
with any luck, unlike last Christmas, we will be able
to gather in person with our friends and families
and feast upon our togetherness.
I like the Christmas cookies, the Christmas music
and yes, I don’t even mind going out to buy a
special something for those who have a special
place in my heart all year long.
The key, as with everything else in life, is finding a
balance.
We need to balance the cultural Christmas
traditions with the quiet spirituality of Advent.

Inside the church our faith is telling us to slow
down…to wait… to anticipate the Christ spirit being
born anew in our hearts.

We need to be reminded the real preparation is
not all about the baking, the shopping or wrapping
gifts for underneath the tree.

So, which message do we turn our hearts towards?

The real preparation is about preparing our hearts.
Is your heart open and ready to receive the Christ
child this year or is it closed, like the Inn Keepers
Inn, the night Mary and Joseph were desperate for
a place to lay their heads?

As with so many other things in life, perhaps it
doesn’t need to be an either/ or.
Perhaps it could be both.
Yes, Advent is a time to be spiritually preparing our
hearts so something new may be born anew this
Christmas.
However, I also like to sing Christmas carols during
Advent - clearly not a purist when it comes to
Advent liturgy. Who really wants to sing Christmas
carols after Christmas? Well, maybe the first
Sunday after Christmas I will give you that.

Is there someone you may need to forgive? Is
there somebody you may need to apologize to?
Is God calling you to something new as we slowly
and cautiously move into our post pandemic
world?
Cont. pg. 2

I like the preparations leading up to Christmas…
Marc and I even took advantage of our unusually
warm temperatures to put up our outside
Trinity United Church Huntsville
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From the Minister’s Study cont.
Trinity United Church

Are you listening?

33 Main St E.,
Huntsville, ON, P1H 2B8

Is there somebody you could invite to church in a
season when so many people are hungering for
more meaning and purpose in their lives?

Rev. Diane Knowles
705-789-5660
administration@trinityunitedchurchhuntsville.ca

Rev. Lillian Daniel says this is the preparation Advent
calls us to fill our December days with - paying
attention to the state of our souls and being ready
to give our gifts of love, our acts of kindness and our
presence to others and to our world.

www.trinityunitedchurchhuntsville.weebly.com

From the Board of Directors Chairperson
Your Board of Directors continues to meet
monthly. We are also inviting all the Team
Leaders on a quarterly basis to provide
updates on their plans and projects. There
are many exciting and innovative initiatives
going on as you can see from other reports in
this newsletter. Our project to update the
exterior appearance is nearing completion
with the installation of the West St signage
and mural as well as the Town’s completion
of the accessible ramp on the east side of
the Church. We’ve come a long way from the
time the Transition Team asked everyone to
take a critical look at the Church from all
sides.

We don’t have to choose between Advent and
Christmas.
We just have to be intentional about paying
attention to both - inside and out.
Advent Blessings and Christmas joy from our house
to yours!
Rev. Diane and Marc too!

In this issue:

From the Minister’s Study
From the Board of Directors Chairperson
Holy Strollers
Diggin Downtown Hospitality
Refugee Sponsorship Update
FundScrip Info for you!
From our Pastoral Care Coordinator
Meet Joan Behm
Shining Waters UCW
Project Hear – Here
Trinity’s UCW
Trinity’s West Street Wall
Outreach – reaching out!
Therapeutic Touch

Our commitment to the Mission and Service
Fund (M&S) has met with success as we
surpassed the $10,000 goal and are currently
at $11,435.
We are currently deliberating on the 2022
budget and have asked for input from each
of the Teams as part of the process.
We are pleased with the way that our
congregation has responded to the need to
maintain givings. While we are not yet at a
break even point for the year the deficit is
currently not as large as forecast at the start
of the year. December is usually our best
month for givings and we hope that, if you
are able, you will consider Trinity for an
additional gift.

Merry Christmas to all,
Will Gibson
Trinity United Church Huntsville
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TRINITY’S HOLY STROLLERS AT ARROWHEAD

Well, much to our delight, the sun did make an
appearance on Friday afternoon, October 15th
as 13 Holy Strollers gathered at Arrowhead
Provincial Park.

The Fall colours were a little past their peak...but
it was a nice warm afternoon to take a hike on
the wild side.
The group took in the vista at the Big Bend
Lookout and then headed over to Stubb Falls
where we were met with spring-like conditions
of water flow due to our over abundance of
rainfall in the last few weeks.

Missed the service last week?
Check out our website.
Need to rent some space? See
Trinity’s website under ‘Rentals’.
Other questions? Give Trinity’s
office a call:
705-789-5660

It was so nice strolling through the campsites
and catching up with our fellow hikers.
After our stroll was completed, we enjoyed a
social time on the patio at the Visitors Centre.
A wonderful afternoon that proved once again
that...The Little Things truly are the Big Things...,
especially as we are navigating our way out of
this Pandemic.

Jane & Gord

Trinity United Church Huntsville
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REFUGEE SPONSORSHIP COMMITTEE
We continue to make progress towards bringing 8
members of the Sadaqat family to Huntsville. The
Anglican United Refugee Alliance (AURA) is the
Sponsorship Agreement Holder that we are
working with. You can learn more about this
organization at auraforrefugees.org. They have
been very helpful in guiding us through the
process.
Currently the applications are in progress for
submission to Immigration Refugees and
Citizenship Canada early in 2022. We are being
assisted in the preparation of the application by

Fawad Sultani, a cousin of Mohammad Sadaqat,
our local Co-Sponsor of this application.
While the entire process may take 2-3 years
before we see the family in Huntsville, in the end,
we will be making a difference for this family.
In the new year we will be undertaking a
fundraising campaign to gather funds for the oneyear period that we will be responsible for the
needs of the family. We hope that our Trinity
family and the Huntsville community will be
supportive of this effort.
Will Gibson, Chair

Let me introduce our team that works with the FundScrip program – Jane Booker,
Sue Hicks, Sally McClelland, Lynda Arnold, Fran and Gord Mitchell.
Our committee’s budget number in the church budget that was approved at the
Annual meeting last February was $4000 – we have exceeded that number by
$1794.00 for a total of $5794.19. We really appreciate our supporters for their faith
in this great fundraiser – since Oct 2016 - $20,701.46.
Looking ahead to 2022 – to all of our Trinity Families - help our church to earn even
more cash back dollars with FundScrip - be a supporter - ask the committee
members about the program!!
Joining the FundScrip fundraising group will not cost you a penny or use up any of
your personal time – just fill out the order form – pay the church for your order and
go shopping with the shopping cards.
Together we can earn many more $100’s of dollars for Trinity United to help pay the
utilities, salaries, repair and maintenance and help our local and world communities!

News from your Pastoral Care Team
Warm winter blessings as the Pastoral Care team continues to support our Trinity family.
This winter I will be taking a sabbatical mid December to mid March. I am delighted to announce that
Joan Behm will be providing leadership to the team in my absence, along with the support of Julie
Brushey. I am grateful for the support of Trinity for the time off and for Joan and Julie's willingness to
carry the pastoral care torch. You will be held and supported in very capable hands.
Wishing you a very safe and joy filled winter.
Warm Christmas blessings,
Karen Hamra
Trinity United Church Huntsville
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BUSY PREP TEAM
Trinity’s ‘Thank you’ to Huntsville’s
Main Street Construction crews with
a ‘Diggers’ Lunch on Wednesday,
October 20!

LUNCH TIME
Shirley Woodard helps with the lunch
distribution…

THANK YOU!
A grateful Trinity and Construction
crew!

Photos courtesy of Sydney Allan,
Huntsville Doppler

Hospitality Team

Nancy Waxl

We had a wonderful time planning and presenting our
“Chili Lunch” to the Dufferin Construction Crew on
October 20th! It was so appreciated and we felt their
gratitude as they hung around eating their lunch and
talking to us, thanking us as they never expected
anything like this! It made it all worthwhile! It was a
complete surprise to us too, when they presented us
with 4 helmets with Diggin’ Downtown on the front!
As of today, we are still unable to eat in the Hall but
we will be looking forward to that FIRST Sunday and
organizing the monthly treats soon, for our “Meet &
Greet” time.
On behalf of Shirley, Karen and Zelda.

Trinity United Church Huntsville
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THANK YOU TO OUR
BUSINESS SUPPORTERS
FOR THEIR PRESENCE!
PLEASE RETURN THE
FAVOR BY SUPPORTING
THEM!
If you have a business
and would like to have
your ad displayed in our
newsletter, please
contact
Lynda Arnold at
mlarnold@vianet.ca
December 2021

TRINITY’S JOAN BEHM & PASTORAL CARE
Joan was born and raised in north Toronto. She
graduated in nursing from Wellesley Hospital in
1970 and held the position of head nurse at the
Ontario Crippled Children’s Centre where she ran
the Asthma Program.
In Toronto Joan was a member St. George’s
United Church where, coincidentally, Sue Hick’s
father was the assistant minister!
Moving to Huntsville in 1985, Joan started
attending Trinity. Her two children enjoyed
activities at Trinity and to Joan’s delight have
settled in the area with her son, superintendent
of Algonquin Park, and her daughter, a Social
Worker at Huntsville High School.
Working as a Home Care Coordinator in the
Huntsville area was a natural fit for Joan with her
nursing background and she filled this position
for 25 years.

this summer and have quite liked this new way of
biking!
Pastoral Care has always been part of Joan’s
calling including working with Trinity’s past
Member Care Coordinator, Sally Brady, and on
our present Pastoral Care Team under Karen
Hamra. Joan’s good friend Julie Brushey pointed
out Joan's license plate - MS CARE - says it all, as
it succinctly expresses Joan's approach to life and
to people.
Karen Hamra is taking a leave of absence for 3
months beginning December 15th and Trinity is
most fortunate to have Joan covering this
position during this time.
We wish Karen well during her time away and we
look forward to Joan’s leadership of the Pastoral
Care Team.
Submitted by Lynda Arnold

Married at Trinity, Joan and her husband Ed
celebrated their 20th anniversary this year.
During her time at Trinity, she has been involved
in the Sunday School, helping Linda Martin with
CGIT and working on Outreach and Fellowship
Committees among other things! Joan started
the Knitting Group and has been involved with
the banner-making group.
Sewing, knitting, outdoor activities, family times
and her 3 granddaughters are particular joys for
Joan. She reports that she and Ed bought e-bikes

Trinity United Church Huntsville

Trinity’s Knitting Group with Joan
Behm second from the left.
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SHINING WATERS REGION 10 UCW
Nancy Waxl
Our Executive Meeting will be held the week
of November 22 on Zoom so I will highlight
news from our National Newsletter “Keeping
in Touch”:
•

Our UCW Handbook has been revised
and will be available on-line in a few
weeks for Units.

•

60th Anniversary Pins are available with a
picture on them of our logo. They are
$6.00

•

60th Anniversary will be held in Sydney,
Nova Scotia… July 11-15.

•

National UCW President is Nancy Risto,
with the following bio:

Nancy lives in Niagara Falls, Ontario. She is the
mother of two and grandmother to two
grandsons. She joined UCW when her kids
were just toddlers, with a seat on the Niagara
Presbyterial as the rep for Cave Springs Camp.
Over the last 40 years she has shared her time
and talent with the Hamilton Conference as a
member-at-large, as President of Niagara
Presbyterial, then President of Hamilton
Conference UCW continuing in the role
through the United Church restructuring as
the President of Horseshoe Falls UCW. She has
enjoyed working with the UCW for many years
through both the good and trying times.
Nancy became the National President of
United Church Women in September 2021.
She looks forward to continued work for and
with the UCW at the National level. She is
honored to be part of this wonderful group of
Christian women, and to be doing the work of
our Lord.

Trinity United Church Huntsville
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PROJECT HEAR - HERE
To assist those with hearing
challenges in Trinity's Sanctuary
the Technology Team is asking
for information on your hearing
aids and descriptions of
problems you have hearing in
the Sanctuary.
The following is presented to
help you understand the nature
of the problems experienced
when applying hearing assistive
solutions.
There is a hearing assist system
in the Sanctuary that requires
users to pick up RF/FM receiver
pacs and headphones at the
start of the Service and return
them at the end. It is known
that headphones are helpful for
those with mild hearing
problems who do not use
hearing aids. However,
headphones are not compatible
with all hearing aids. And, not
everyone is comfortable
wearing headphones.
Hearing aids and cochlear
implants present challenges in
that there are different types
with differing features. Home
assist equipment, selected
specifically for a certain hearing
aid, can function well, however,
these solutions do not easily
scale to auditorium settings.

Bluetooth technology provides a
wireless one-to-one connection
with a TV, smart phone or other
audio source. Each person in
the Sanctuary wishing to use
their hearing aid's Bluetooth
function will require an
individual transmitter
connected to the Sanctuary
sound system that they can pair
with.
There is equipment that
connects with the sound system
and provides a WiFi
environment so multiple
listeners can connect. It requires
each listener to have a smart
phone with an app that
processes the WiFi signal and
provides a Bluetooth pairing
with their hearing aid(s). This is
a somewhat complicated setup
that screams too-muchtechnology.
A 50 year old feature that is
widely used in Europe and is
becoming more accepted in
North America is the T-Switch.
This was originally designed for
use with telephones, the wired
type with a handset, that
produce a magnetic signal
detected by a Telecoil in the
hearing aid. In an auditorium, a
wire loop is placed around the

TRINITY UCW Report

area and connected to the
sound system. This loop
produces the magnetic signal
that is picked up by the Telecoil
in hearing aids.

As such, there is no equipment
to pick up and return, and no
evidence of the assist, and
many listeners can use it at the
same time.
Hearing aids with a Telecoil
have a switch to select
Microphone (for normal
listening) or Telecoil (for loop or
phone). Some hearing aids also
have a M-T mode that connects
both the Microphone and
Telecoil so that you can hear
someone talking near you while
listening to the sound system
audio.
And, just to frustrate the
solution options, those tiny,
invisible, in-the-ear hearing aids
are too small to have a Telecoil.

So, in summary, we need your
help to arrive at one or more
solutions.
Alastair Dunlop
Nancy Waxl Exec Sec.

We had our first Executive Meeting, at which time we planned our Frosty Fair! You no doubt have
seen the flyer with all the details, and we feel it will be another success! Something new? A Boxed
Lunch with wonderful goodies in it, even a teabag! An opportunity to buy an extra one and have
lunch with a friend who cannot get out. Frozen Soups and Chili are a big hit, and will be available
too. Lots of knitting, baking , books and music to get you in the Christmas Spirit! See you on the 4 th
of December!
Trinity United Church Huntsville
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Huntsville High
School students
carve out a new
sign for Trinity’s
West Street wall

With thanks to Ian McTavish at
Huntsville High School and Liam
McTavish for installing!

On Trinity’s wall is a reproduction of Marni’s “Repository of Memory”,
the original being a hand-dyed, woven tapestry measuring 36” x 24”.

Marni Martin’s
Tapestry on
Trinity’s West
Street wall

“The swirling waters slowly shape and smooth the rocky shore and over
the years the waters rise and fall revealing the rock that gives shape to
the water”, writes Marni.
“I think of our memories, individual and collective, as a natural resource
that we can use to guide and sustain us. Our memories can act as the
water, shaping and transforming us or as the rock, giving shape and
meaning to things around us.
“When weaving, I interpret my subject matter with textured yarns
considering dimension and the way the light will fall across the surface
and dance over the yarn.”
This piece was selected for the American Tapestry Biennial 13. The
exhibition was postponed due to COVID-19 but opened in Falmouth,
MA from January 27, 2021 to March 27, 2021 at Highfield Hall and
Gardens and travelled to the San Jose Museum of Quilts and Textiles in
San Jose, CA for July 18, 2021 to October 3, 2021. Juror Nick DeFord
selected 37 tapestries from a total of 189 tapestries submitted to
represent 10 countries.

Meet Marni: daughter
of Linda & Murray
Martin, wife of Ian
McTavish and Mom to
Liam and Avalon…
Trinity United Church Huntsville

Marni graduated from Nova Scotia College of Art and Design in 1997
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts and since 2000 has worked in her studio
full-time creating works for commissions and exhibitions. Her studio, at
725 N. Mary Lake Rd is open year-round by appointment. Find her
online at www.marnimartinfibrestudio.com , or email her at
marni@marnimartinfibrestudio.com .
Also see details on Marni’s newest creative endeavor, Indigo Rain
Flower Farm at www.indigorainflowerfarm.com – one of Trinity’s Silent
Auction offerings this past year!
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WHAT’S NEW IN THE OUTREACH TEAM?

THERAPEUTIC TOUCH®
The Christmas season is here and with it
comes our love and support.

It is the time of year when your Outreach Team
appreciates the goodwill of our Church family in
supporting families who need a little extra help at
Christmas. The hats, mitts and socks will be
presented on White Gift Sunday.

Giving and receiving Therapeutic Touch at
Trinity has been such a wonderful way of
supporting each other in person and we have
missed that during the covid-19 restrictions.
We have continued to give distance
Therapeutic Touch sessions but look forward
to being able to meet again in person.

These White Gifts can also be FundScrip
cards from Freshco and Walmart.
Please place the cards in a white envelope with
your name on it. They can be dropped off at the
Church office. Everyone who donates gift cards
will be issued a tax receipt.

As long as Trinity’s protocol continues to
allow us to meet together without the 6 foot
distance requirement then, with face masks
and double vaccinations, we plan to resume
our monthly Therapeutic Touch “drop in for a
free Therapeutic Touch session” on Monday,
December 27th at 1:30 pm in the Hearth
Room.

If you know of anyone needing help for Christmas,
please contact the church office 705-789-5660
and leave the information with Suzy.
Part of the mandate of the Outreach Team of
Trinity United Church is to help members of our
community. This year, we are focusing on the
young people. We are doing this in two ways. One
way is to

What a wonderful way to show our LOVE at
Christmas!

Come December 27th.
No reservations required.
Just wear a mask and have
your proof of double vaccination
with you.

provide a free Pantry Box at the church,
Monday to Thursday in the winter months where
students and others in need can come and get
what they need. The second way is

providing free lunches to high school
students.

For more information contact Shirley Boon
705-784-0969 or shirleyboon@surenet.net.

At the present time, we provide 20 lunches every
Wednesday. This number can grow as the need
arises. Members from the church meet
Wednesday morning to prepare a nutritious
lunch, sandwiches (2 choices), also included in the
lunch
bag,
are
carrot/celery
sticks,
cheese/crackers, a granola bar, juice box, and a
fruit. Then the lunches are delivered to the
school. Thanks to the local Rotary Club for
generously donating funds to cover the cost of
the lunches.

Don’t know about Therapeutic Touch? Check
out the website at
www.TherapeuticTouchOntario.org
Peace and Love
Shirley Boon

Merry Christmas from the members of the
Outreach Team: Doris, Sylvia, Bonnie, Janice, Rick
and Diane.
Trinity United Church Huntsville
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