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A Prayer for Peace in this time of conflict
Loving God,
in the swirling maelstrom of violent conflict, we
ask for your peace, your lasting peace,
a peace that turns those who seek to wage war
into patient negotiators,
a peace that will not allow children to be
harmed or older persons abandoned,
a peace that calms the fear of families faced
with leaving their homes,
a peace that means that young men and women
will not have to kill or wound,
a peace that speaks the truth and will not
descend to lies or deceit.
Loving God,
your peace will become a reality as those who
run from conflict are accepted and helped,

your peace will become reality as the powerful ones
think twice before unleashing military might,
your peace will become reality as kindness is found
amongst the war-horrors,
your peace will become reality as confrontation gives
way to understanding.
We will know your peace as we listen and as we pray.
We will speak of your peace to those who have power
and influence.
We will act in the spirit of your peace to give shelter
and end conflict.
We pray in the name of Jesus, who knew violence but
lived the hard but peaceful way.

Amen
―David Sparks

From the Minister’s Study

Hope springs eternal!
During the recent weeks we have watched the
horrific invasion of Ukraine by Russian forces.
We had the dark cloud of COVID-19 descend once
again on our congregation. And we have watched
gas prices soar and grocery bills grow higher due
to inflationary concerns.

Life is a lot right now, isn’t it? We can easily
become discouraged and disengage with life and
with one another. But, have a little faith.
Let our faith replace our fear.
We’ve learned a lot about what it means to be a
church since the spring of 2020 - the essential value
of community and how we need one another and
indeed how we thrive when we feel connected and
nourished by one another. We have learned that
WE are the church.
Our pursuit of the Divine and of God and our
intention to live lives of deeper compassion and
love in our community is the entire point of The
Jesus movement.
Rabbi Michael Lerner reminds us that energy always
flows either towards hope, community and spiritual
aliveness or it flows towards despair, cynicism,
paranoia and a desire to control. Is it possible we
can work together to manifest a world shaped by
the values of the former- the values taught by
Jesus? When we make the decision to get back to
the basics of the Jesus Way- we at least have a
fighting chance of becoming a congregation that
can withstand the winds of change.
We have needed to reimagine what the Christian

church will look like for a very long time… not just
since COVID hit two years ago.
There’s no time like the present.
The pattern of life as our Lenten and Easter season
so accurately shows us has always been life,
death and life again.
As we go forth into the future, perhaps we need to
heed the words of writer Phyllis Tickle.
Tickle says this global disruption for our churches is
the “Great Rummage Sale.”
We are to bring forth into our future only the
traditions that draw us into a deeper connection
with God.
We are to let go of the trappings that will not serve
our church going forward.
What do we need to keep and what do we need to
leave behind?
During our Lenten and Easter season, let’s give
pause to what it really means for Trinity to be the
heart in our community.
Yes, our world seems to be in a hurtful place and
spinning wildly out of control in some places. But
there’s still a whole lot of goodness and compassion
showing up in the world these days too.
So, I remain hopeful.
I believe with God’s unstoppable love and
compassion, as shown through us, all things are
possible.
Let’s all lean into this Easter Hope!
Easter Blessings and Joy!

Rev. Diane
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St. Patrick’s
Day
Trinity’s Leprechauns were
busy preparing the
traditional St. Patrick’s Day
Irish Stew supper. Along
with the Irish Stew there
was coleslaw, fresh baked
tea biscuits and a choice
of homemade pie! With
COVID still around, it was
a pick-up and take-home
dinner! Thank you to all
these hard-working
Leprechauns!

Trinity’s Take-outs
The weather has been on our side for pick-ups this winter and
now with Spring here, it is even better! Our ‘take-outs’ are very
successful, attracting new customers each month. Word of
mouth helps too. Our Diggers are back in town, and they have
been given a flyer and hopefully will place some orders! We are
extending our take-outs till June and will see what COVID has
decided to do after that. Please call Nancy: 705-789-5679, if you
want to contribute in any way (desserts/soup/help). Our delivery
service is appreciated to ones who don’t drive. Thanks so much
to all our soup makers, dessert bakers, and ‘preppers’ in the
kitchen. We enjoy what we do, especially when we fill the last
order with nothing left over on the counter!

Coffee House
Folk Night
Saturday, May 7th, 7pm
~ $5.00 per person ~
Bring your
sing-along voice.
Proceeds to
church music.
We’ll set it up cabaret
style, so bring your
bubble!!
Masks and sanitizers
mandatory.
Tell a friend!
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Shane Baker and grandkids;
March Break fun times!

A warm Trinity Hug Shawl
made Susan Brown feel cared
for, loved and not alone.
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Worship Advisory Team
Sue Hicks
I think we can all agree that our Lenten and
Easter services have certainly been a full
schedule this year, thanks to Rev. Diane and
Kyung-A! Our next meeting will be in early
May where we hope to discuss another
outdoor service for this summer as well as
adding (and training) greeters as our
services continue to open up with fewer
restrictions. If you can be a friendly face to
welcome visitors and newcomers to our
services, we will be looking for you!! We
also hope to expand our readers list. And if
you have any suggestions for our worship
services, please feel free to email me at
suehicks80@gmail.com. Stay tuned!!!

FundScrip Shopping Results!
Trinity’s March FundScrip order totalled
$16,120.00. 36 supporters made this order
possible and it was the largest March order in
our history of doing this project.
AND Trinity earned $500.35 from this order!
To date from December to March you have
helped earn - $2570.20 in cash back to our
church! Excellent work! All for continuing to shop
using FundScrip shopping cards!!
A very special thanks to Gord and Fran Mitchell
for their continued work in this fundraiser!
The first Sunday of every month is the deadline
to order your FundScrip shopping cards!
Call Gord & Fran 705-789-2062 today!

Calendar of Events
April
• Sun, 3rd: FundScrip orders due
• Thurs, 7th: Mug Up with the Minister 10 am
• Fri, 8th: Souper Sandwich Take-Out
• Thurs, 14th : Maundy Thursday Service 7 pm
• Fri, 15th : Good Friday Service 10 am
• Sun, 17th : Easter Sunday
“Jesus Christ Superstar”
May
• Thurs, 5th: Mug Up with the Minister 10 am
• Sun, 8th: FundScrip orders due
• Sat, 7th: Coffee House/Folk Night
(see pg 3 for details)
• Fri, 13th : Souper Sandwich Take-Out
• Trinity’s Online Silent Auction of Time/Talent
June
• Sun, 5th: FundScrip orders due
• Fri, 10th: Souper Sandwich Take-Out!
For the complete and updated list, check
Trinity’s website calendar!
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Support for Ukraine
These lapel pin-ons with Ukraine’s flag
colours and our Canadian flag were made
through the efforts of Joan Behm and Lynda
Griffin for Trinity’s community to further
show their support . Thanks, Joan and Lynda!

We are Trinity.
Called to be an inspiring, Spirit-filled community,
reaching out to all and welcoming diversity.
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Thank You

The Hospitality Team
Well, it has finally happened! Our first
“Greet & Meet” time after church! It was
wonderful to see everyone chatting and
having coffee and we hope this can continue
safely during these COVID times.
At the moment, we are completing our
volunteer list for supplying goodies and
making coffee for these weekly gettogethers. At the time of writing, we have it
almost filled till June. If you wish to sign up
to help, we will find a spot for you! Just give
us a call.

TO OUR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS!
PLEASE RETURN THE FAVOUR
BY SUPPORTING THEM!
If you would like your business ad displayed
in our newsletter, please contact Lynda Arnold at
mlarnold@vianet.ca

We are also looking for one more on our
team of presently 3, Zelda Dwyer, Karen Parr
and myself, Nancy Waxl. Please contact me
if you wish to join us: 705-789-5679.

Thank you to Karen!
A very special Thank You
to Karen Hamra,
as she retires from her position as
Trinity’s Pastoral Care Coordinator.
Her care and compassion have been
most appreciated and we wish her well
in her future endeavors!

~ Therapeutic Touch ~
We are back with free, in-person Therapeutic Touch (TT) sessions for anyone, the last Monday of
every month beginning March 28th at 1:30 pm. Please come at 1:30, if possible, as we give our
guests Therapeutic Touch sessions first and then the practitioners give each other sessions.
Guests are welcome to stay or leave after their TT sessions. Allow an hour, if possible, for the
welcome and meditation before the sessions start, each lasting about 30 to 45 minutes including
the rest time after the active session. During the rest time, your body starts to incorporate the
energy changes that have taken place and speeds up its own healing while you are very relaxed.
If you have any questions, call Shirley Boon: 705-784-0969.
Trinity United Huntsville - Spring Newsletter 2022
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Silent Auction
“Alone we can do so little...Together
we can earn so much”
Our days are getting a little longer, the sunshine
is getting much stronger and our thoughts are
turning to Spring flowers, gardening, dinners
with friends and cruising on our lakes!!
We’re going to switch it up a bit this year –
bidding on-line and in-person during Coffee Hour.
Our focus on your donations – Your Time and
Talent - do you like to bake, garden, do yard
work?... or maybe you are crafty, or perhaps you
enjoy hosting dinner parties or maybe you are
already in the bush making maple syrup… the list
of items up for auction will be limited only by
your imagination!
Silent Auction donations will be received from
April 10th to May 7th. Call Gord Mitchell at
705 571 4096 or email:
gordmitchell46@gmail.com. The full list of
auction items will be set-up on the church’s
website.
Bidding begins – Sunday, May 8th till Sunday,
May 29th at 12 noon. On-line bidding will close at
8:00 PM on May 28th. Email Gord –
gordmitchell46@gmail.com or call at 705 571
4096 to place your bids, or place your bids after
church each Sunday during Coffee Hour – the
website will be updated each Sunday for your
information and then every couple of days
throughout the week, so you can keep track of
your bids.
Successful Auction bidders will be notified May
30th. Payment may be made by cash, cheque or
e-Transfer. Please deliver your payments to Suzy
at the church office.
The management of the 2022 Silent Auction is
under the leadership of the Stewardship Team –
Gord Mitchell, Jane Booker and Ron Strickland.

Lights, Camera, Action!
Trinity’s Friday night
Lenten movie series

‘Finding God in the Dark’
continues through to April 15th,
starting at 7 pm in Trinity Hall.
A brief discussion follows.
Weekly feature is found in
Trinity’s Sunday bulletin.
Admission is by donation.
Everyone is welcome!

See you at the bidding tables!!!
Trinity United Huntsville - Spring Newsletter 2022
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What is Mission and Service?
From serving a hot meal at a local
soup kitchen, to visiting a lonely
neighbour, to financially
supporting those in need in our
local communities and around
the world, the people of the
United Church are committed to
turning compassion into action.

Mission and Service at Trinity

Compassion lies at the heart of
generosity.
In the last year alone, those who
attend and support The United
Church of Canada gave over $26
million to people in need and
projects that matter.

How did we raise over $26 million in a year?
We share. United Church people across the country
join together to share what we can. We give to people
and places in need through a unified fund called
Mission and Service.

What does Mission and Service do?
We share our resources with three goals in mind:
•

to transform and save lives

•

to inspire meaning and purpose

•

to build a better world

How do you transform and save lives through
Mission and Service?
Locally, we help:
•

people in need by supporting homeless shelters,
food banks, soup kitchens, and refugee programs.

•

young people on campuses and through camping
outreach

•

people who are sick or at the end of life by
supporting addiction, mental health, and
counselling services and hospice care. And more…

Globally, we help:
•

people access clean water, food, and medical care.
We support skills training and economic
development

•

peace-making and sustainable agriculture efforts

•

provide disaster relief and advocate for the rights
of those who all too often don’t get a say, like
children and migrant workers. And more…
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Many thanks to all who have made a special donation
to Mission and Service during our Support for Canadian
Families March Appeal! Over $1700 was raised!

How does Mission and Service inspire people to live
with meaning and purpose?
We support opportunities for people to grow spiritually in
all kinds of ways.
Locally, we support:
• theological schools and education/retreat centres.
• events that promote spiritual development and
personal reflection
• new and innovative ministries, as well as communities
of faith that are remote or in need
Globally, we support:
• church organizations that work with theological
schools
• places that offer practical training in agriculture and
health
It’s a win-win. We trust that when people are in tune with
their meaning and purpose, they will naturally want to
save and change lives and make the world a better place
for all.
Learn more in Mission & Service at a Glance online.

Trinity’s 2022 contribution goal to M&S is $15,000.
How can you donate to Mission and Service?
1) Specify the amount you would like sent to M&S on a
regular basis through your PAR donations. Send Suzy
an email to update to your PAR donations
2) Send a cheque, payable to Trinity United Church,
to the church and write M&S on the memo line
3) Make an e-Transfer. Call Suzy for instructions.
It is easy to do!
4) Visit the church office and make a cash or cheque
donation
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HHS Robotics Team
Trinity’s Board is proud to announce that Trinity
is one of the official sponsors of the Huntsville
High School Hoya Robotics Team 4152, offering
Trinity Hall as space for them to practice and
prepare for their upcoming competitions on
March 26th at York University and April 3rd at
Nipissing University. Live stream coverage is at
twitch.tv/FIRSTCanada.

Refugee Sponsorship at Trinity
We are making progress towards bringing the 8 members of the Sadaqat family to
Huntsville.
All of our applications have been completed and we are currently awaiting Immigration
Refugees and Citizenship Canada to allocate the 2022 spaces to our Sponsorship
Agreement Holder (AURA).
Once this is done our application will be submitted and the process of vetting the family
by IRCC will begin. As we have mentioned before, this process could take a couple of years
or more.
While we wait our intention is to let the community of Huntsville know what we are doing
and invite them to contribute to the funds required to look after the family for the 1 year
commitment from their arrival that we have made.

Trinity United Huntsville - Spring Newsletter 2022
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Shining Waters UCW
Nancy Waxl

40-Day Challenge

At the time of writing, we still have
not met as a group due to the COVID19 restrictions. We have an Executive
Zoom meeting on March 28th to
finalize our Annual Meeting in May
2022. There will be another
Newsletter coming out soon.
Latest news: Camp Big Canoe has a
new Executive Director as Steve Salt
has moved on. Erin Miles is now in
this position and they are hopeful for
what is to come.
Several UCW members are attending
the 60th Anniversary in Sydney, Nova
Scotia from July 11th -15th, including
me.
“Accept what is, let go of what was
and have faith in what will be.”

Trinity United Church
UCW
Nancy Waxl, Exec. Sec.
Our group is having a MEETING! On
April 19th, we will gather to discuss
future plans, etc. We will be looking
forward to a social get together first
with tea and ? .

How are you doing with
Trinity’s 40-day Challenge?
Kindness and compassion are among the
principal things that make our lives meaningful.
They are a source of happiness and joy. They
are the foundation of a good heart.
Give yourself a star for every day you are kind
to somebody else during our six-week season
of Lent.

Let’s brighten our days for ourselves and more
importantly for others!
God knows we need to open the flood gates of
positivity and kindness!
Be Good to One Another!

After a very successful Irish Stew
Take-out, we have an agenda to talk
about!
If you are interested in joining our
group, come out on April 19th at
1:30pm.
“Lead into the future rooted in the
richness of the past!”
Trinity United Huntsville - Spring Newsletter 2022
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Flakey
By Joanne Lips

We begin on earth,
Birthed in a mist.
High in sky,
Join tiny specks.
Frozen drops,
Our becoming,
Each unique,
Lacy miracle.
Gently we fall,
Dancing in wind,
Rushed to earth.

Trinity’s Board of Directors
Trinity’s Board continues to meet monthly.
At our March meeting we had a discussion on the future of
Technology in the Sanctuary. It was agreed that the recording of
the Services was now an expected part of our Ministry and that
we should be reaching out to residents of Retirement and LongTerm Care homes to help them access Trinity’s services. It was
agreed that a screen and projector in the Sanctuary to allow for
enhancements to our Services such as videos and words to
hymns and prayers should be a priority going forward. Placement
of this technology so as not to detract from the beauty of the
Sanctuary requires some careful thought.
We approved Reverend Nancy Knox as a Volunteer Associate
Minister at Trinity. Rev Knox will be available for some pulpit
supply and other possible involvement at Trinity.

There all together
small flakey presences,
forming great mounds.

We discussed the Pastoral Care Coordinator position in view of
Karen Hamra’s pending retirement in April. It was agreed that this
position is critical for Trinity and M&P will investigate what is
needed and the replacement possibilities.

We await sun,
Soon luring away,
Trickling, running, rushing,
Here, there, everywhere.
Dissolving in warmth.

Finances to the end of February. Income was down by $6097
from 2021 primarily because we have not yet drawn any income
from the Manse investments this year and income, we received
last year from the government re Covid has ended. Expenses
were on target resulting in a year-to-date deficit of $11,169.

Earth, streams, rivers,
Ponds, lakes, oceans,
All greet our flow,
To our sky goal.
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We are looking at ways to increase rental income of the lower
floor space and the Stewardship Team is working to reinstate a
number of the successful fundraisers that we have had in the
past.
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