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Trinity United Church Council - 2018 
Chairperson – Joanne Purchase 

Secretary – Sandra Kirkwood (January – June); Doris Monahan (July – December) 
Minister – Rev Derek Shelly (January – June); Rev. David Woodall (July – October);  

Rev. Murray Rounding (November – December) 
 
Communications Committee  

Thelma Beaudry (1)   
Lynda Arnold (2)   
Elsie Corrigan (2)   
Suzette Nelson (3)   

 
Fellowship & Membership Committee 

Shirley Neil (3)    
Ethel Robinson (2)   
Eleanor Fry (3)    
Marlene Schell (3)   
Marion Boddy (3)   
 

Finance Committee 
Gord Mitchell (2)   
Ian Currie (3*)    
Doug Farrar (3*)   
Shane Baker (3)   
Ron Strickland (3)   

 
Ministry & Personnel Committee 

Pat Allinson (3*)   
Darcy Dingle (2)   
Linda Martin (2)   
Judy White (1)    

 
Outreach Committee 

Diane Schamehorn (3*)  
Janice Elliott (2)   
Bonnie Gaughan (3*)   
Sylvia Leeder (1)    
Doris Monahan (1)   
Rick Boddy (2)    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Property Committee 
Maurice McGill (3*)   
David Beaudry (1)   
Ed Behm (2)    
Judy Hall (2)    
Chuck McClelland (2)   
Bob Monahan (2*)   
Kim Healey (2*)   

 
Trustees 

Murray Arnold  (CH)   
Julie Brushey    
Alastair Dunlop   
Ross Gilbert    
Diane Litchfield   
Bryan MacKenzie   
Nancy Waxl    

 
Worship / Christian Education Committee 

Carole Walsh (1)   
Eva Black (2)    
Sheila Petch (2)   
Ellen Pickering (2)   
Al Taylor (3*)    
Lynne Thompson (2)   
Wayne Witney (2)   

 
U.C.W. 

Connie Goold    
 
Presbytery Rep(s) 

1.  Joanne Purchase   
 
(1) - years left on Council        
* - second & final 3-year term  

 
 
NOTE CORRECTED FROM PRINT VERSION
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Trinity Statistics 

 

Baptisms, Funerals, Marriages, Members 

  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Number of marriages conducted by minister  16 16 13 12 15 7 

Number of baptisms  4 5 1 3 3 2 

Number of funerals conducted by minister 34 42 26 26 31 16 

Number of members received by transfer 6 6 6 9 17 0 

Number received by profession of faith  1 0 0 4 5 

Number of members removed by death 6 12 8 4 10 9 

Number of members removed by transfer 2 0 1 1 0 2 

Number removed by Act of Council (April 2016)    17   

Roll correction added by Act of Council (April 2016)    12   

Total Membership 276 271 268 267 278 272 

Average Sunday attendance       

(based on October and November) 200 200 150 140 135 130 

Number of supporters (families and individuals       

who contribute by envelope or otherwise)   199 199 218 243 229 223 

 

 

In Memoriam 
Listed are the funerals, memorials and celebrations of life that were officiated 
by the ministers of Trinity.  (Please note: Deaths are also recorded here for 
Members of Trinity that were held elsewhere or no funeral was recorded.) 
 

Petronella Atkinson  Carole Boothby  Janice Cotterchio ** 

Patricia Gilchrist  Evelyn Greene   Leonard Hall 

Richard Harris **  Maureen Hunt **  Joyce Irving 

Florence Jeffrey  James Kirk-White  Chuck Lamon 

Barbara Lawrence **   Elsie Ledrew **  Sandra Lovegrove 

Jack Olmstead **  Richard Robertson  Victoria Ross 

Rolland Sawyer  Remo Semadeni **  Ethel Sharp ** 

Clifford Tofflemire **  Elliott Welch 

** indicates names listed on Historic Roll of Trinity United Church. 
 

We remember them with affection and gratitude for their contribution to church and community, as 
we extend again our sympathy to their families. 
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Minister’s Message         
 

The View From my Snow Shoes 
 
I chose my snowshoes as my symbol of this time of Transition because, providing there is snow on the 
ground and regardless of how much snow we are “blessed” with, as long as I have my snowshoes, I will 
be able to get around.  
 
Times of Transition inevitably lead us into times and situations when moving forward seems difficult, 
dangerous, even painful. Even so, we have our snowshoes to get us through. 
 
I have only been part of the life of Trinity for a couple of months in 2018 and I know from hearing your 
stories that 2018, like every year before it, had some challenges. Even so, you made it to the end of the 
year still intact. 
 
I want to thank each of you for making my transition into Trinity a journey filled with smiling faces, kind 
support, warm greetings, lots of opportunities to laugh; I am glad I made the move.  
 
It is a happy accident that I am here to celebrate your 150th Anniversary year as a congregation 
worshipping in Huntsville. That means that a group of people started worshipping here together in the 
late 1800’s; you do the math. 
 
I wonder how many transitions this congregation has successfully navigated since that first gathering. 
How many times did they have to answer questions like: “Who is my neighbour and What is God calling 
us to do?” How many times did they have to pause and discern a Mission and Vision for their ministry 
in this place? History tells us that this congregation has had many times of transition in its 150 years of 
Christian ministry. The journey of the church of our predecessors has seen events like a depression, a 

couple of world wars, the invention of the automobile, and moon walks 
to mention a few. There have been many times in the past 150 years 
that this congregation has looked at those very serious and important 
questions; questions that initiate transition, often because world 
realities or community realities changed.  
 
That all says to me that, with our snowshoes strapped tightly to our 
boots, we can do this. We can take the difficult steps and the dangerous 
steps and the painful steps and even some joyful steps and get to a 
place where we can see our mission and vision and path as People of 
God at Trinity United Church in Huntsville. 
 

BRING ON THE SNOW!  
Murray Rounding 

Transition Minister  
Trinity United Church, Huntsville. 
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Report from the Chair of Council        Joanne Purchase 

 
During this past year here at Trinity we have 
experienced some very rough, turbulent seas and it 
seems that much of my time and energy as Chair 
has been spent just trying to keep the crew working 
together to keep the ship afloat rather than making 
much headway in any direction. It is relatively easy 
to be at the helm of council when the waters are 
calm and sailing is smooth but much more difficult 
and complicated to deal with rough seas, 
uncharted waters and hints of mutiny onboard. 
2018 has been a difficult year for this congregation. 
In spite of that, as you will read in the various 
reports, much has been accomplished. 
 

Little did we know at last year’s AGM that we would 
be facing so many changes. It started with Derek’s 
notice in late February that he would be retiring 
after 40 years in ministry (15 of those at Trinity) at 
the end of June. His last Sunday was May 27th and 
we celebrated his 40th Anniversary of Ordination 
and his Retirement with a luncheon and gifts to 
send him off into this next stage of life with our 
blessings and our gratitude for all he has meant to 
this congregation.  
 

The decision of the congregation to go the route of 
Interim Ministry followed in early March and a 
Transition Team was put in place to find a trained 
Interim Minister and to assist that person to carry 
out some long overdue introspection to find areas 
needing renewal and change. In the meantime, we 
hired the Rev. David Woodall as part-time supply 
minister from July 1st - October 31st with June and 
3 weeks in the summer covered by various supply 
worship leaders. David went over and above the 
expectations for a supply minister and we were 
blessed by his strong and caring leadership during 
those four months. 

 

After seven months of hard work and searching by 
our Transition Team, at the start of November we 
welcomed the Rev. Murray Rounding and his wife 
Anne to Trinity for a two-year Intentional Interim 
Ministry. A formal Covenanting Service was held on 
November 17th with Presbytery and Conference 
ministers participating. 

For 46 out of the past 50 years (1967-2017), 
Trinity had only 3 different ministers. In 2018 we 
had the same number. This is difficult and 
unsettling for everyone. This would be stressful 
under normal circumstances but is even more so 
with the entire United Church of Canada also 
undergoing Transition and a new system of 
governance. Living Waters Presbytery and 
Toronto Conference ceased to exist as of January 
1st and we are now a part of the new Shining 
Waters Regional Council. All through the year we 
have experienced significant changes and we 
have been exposed to new ideas. We look 
forward to some interesting and challenging 
times ahead. 
 

Another major decision was made this year by 
the Trustees (approved by Council in February) to 
sell our Manse and this was finalized in October. 
Our new neighbour is Dentist Dr. Chris Pierce. 
This sale also means we no longer own any 
parking spaces but have temporary use of 2 for 
the minister and administrator until the dental 
office requires them. 
 

As I come to the end of my three-year term as your 
Council Chair, I want to thank those people who 
work tirelessly for Trinity: the three different 
ministers I have worked with during that time; our 
dedicated staff members Suzy Simson, Johnny 
Langille, Wayne Stahls, Keira Brisebois (Sunday 
Kids’ Program); the talented members of our choir 
who add so much to our weekly worship; Judy Hall 
and Sue Hicks who prepare communion elements 
and clean up afterwards; our hardworking, faithful 
UCW members; those creative people who knit and 
crochet, sew and make banners; those who repair 
and do upkeep on our building; those who visit our 
shut-ins; those who cook and make sandwiches, 
soups and desserts for our luncheons, dinners and 
catering; those who come regularly to worship and 
support Trinity financially and with their time and 
talents, often quietly behind the scenes; those 
members of committees who oversee all the 
various aspects of church life and the committee 
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chairs who serve faithfully on Council Executive. 
Thanks also to Lynda Baker who is responsible for 
publicity, Jane Booker who heads up the Special 
Events Committee and Julie Brushey who was 
Acting Chair for six weeks last spring while I was 
away.   

 

Most of all, I thank you, the members of this 
congregation for your loyalty to Trinity and for all 
the encouragement and support you have given me 
through some difficult times. Thank you for sharing 
with me and Council your ideas, concerns and 

suggestions for improving our community life. 
Thank you for allowing me to get to know so many 
of you so much better. Thank you for staying 
onboard and keeping the ship afloat through some 
rough seas. It has been an honour and a privilege to 
have served you all as your Council Chair.    
 

We cannot go back, we cannot stand still, we 
must boldly set sail into our future. Wherever 
that voyage may take us, we are all held securely 
in the palms of God’s hands, we are sheltered 
under God’s wings.

 
 

 
 
 
 
Communications Committee          Thelma Beaudry 
 
The Communications Committee for 2018 consisted of Thelma Beaudry (Chair), Lynda Arnold, Elsie 
Corrigan, Suzette Nelson, and Marion Nichols as an ad-hoc member.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank each one of the dedicated people who worked over this last year to bring you the 
information of what is happening at Trinity.  
 
Keeping the congregation informed of what is going on is the main mandate of the Communications 
Committee.  This task is managed using a variety of tools.   
 
Trinity’s Communicator Newsletters, available in print and on line at 

www.trinityunitedchurchhuntsville.weeble.com 
are published quarterly in March, June, September and December.  Local businesses continue to have 
their business cards included in these publications for a small donation.  The creation of these 
newsletters is possible due to the incredible support provided by Suzy Simson, Trinity’s Church 
Administrator.  We thank her for her ongoing support.   
 
Lynda plays a vital role in sending out a monthly email blast to our email congregational list with the 
latest news and upcoming events being held at Trinity.  Elsie Corrigan has ensured that the bulletin 
boards are up to date and organized and that the information brochures are always available in the 
pews.  Suzette supports our ongoing efforts to keep the congregation up to date with her creative 
perspective and wealth of new ideas.  Marion manages to help with advertisers and editing of our 
publications even when she is in Florida.  When in town, she supports our committee with the various 
events such as Rally Sunday.    
 
Lynda Baker was available throughout the year in her role as media contact for Trinity events.  She 
makes sure that out events are advertised in the variety of media available in the Huntsville area.   
 

http://www.trinityunitedchurchhuntsville.weeble.com/
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Trinity’s website reflects the work of several people.  Suzy Simson posts the weekly announcements.  
Alastair Dunlop uploads the weekly sermons and Lynda Arnold keeps the information updated as it 
becomes available. Trinity’s Facebook page encourages members to share information and thoughts 
about what they read and what they participate in.   
 
It is our hope that communication will become a two-way street in the future and that the congregation 
will participate in providing short notes about how well Trinity plays role in their lives and the 
surrounding community.  Look forward to the March Communicator for more information on how this 
will be facilitated. 
 
Thank you to all who take the time to read our publications whether in print, on line, in the Sunday 
bulletins or on our bulletin boards.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Fellowship and Membership Committee      Shirley Neil 
 
The purpose of the Fellowship and Membership Committee is to promote Christian Fellowship, to help 
the congregation to exercise its ministry of pastoral care to the congregation and community. 
 
The members of our committee are Ethel Robinson, Marion Boddy, Eleanor Fry, Marlene Schell and 
Shirley Neil (Chair). Four meetings were held. 
 

• Easter flowers were delivered to 20 people living in their home. Floral arrangements were 
delivered to the retirement homes and an Easter card was given to Trinity members. 

• In April we held a Royal Tea in honor of Prince Harry’s wedding. Special events committee also 
helped with this event. It was a sell out. 

• Our committee hosted Coffee Hour in the month of March. 

• In October we held a Friendship Tea and Rev. Derek Shelly was our speaker. 

• The second Sunday in Advent was celebrated with cupcakes. Christmas flowers were delivered 
to 14 people still living in their homes, and floral arrangements were delivered to the retirement 
homes and a Christmas card to all Trinity members. 

 
We continue to encourage members to wear their name tags during Coffee Hour. We have new people 
in our church and it enables everyone to learn each others’ names. Our thanks to Gord Booker who 
prints new names as required. 
 
We wish to thank all members of the congregation who supplied food for our teas. 
 
Shirley Neil regrettably will be resigning from the committee this year as she will be moving within the 
next year. Ethel Robinson, Marion Boddy, Eleanor Fry and Marlene Schell have all agreed to stay on 
another year. 
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Fundscrip                  Fran Mitchell 
 
Fundscrip is a win/win profit for Trinity.  All you have to do is purchase your household goods using the 
cards on the Fundscrip order form to help the church put money in their every day earnings at no cost 
to you.  You did an amazing job in 2018 – see the chart below, but we can all do better! 
 
Think outside the box! For your kids’ and grandkids’ special days buy iTunes or Shoppers for makeup. 
Kids love to eat, so maybe a Wendy’s, Pizza Pizza, Subway, KFC gift card? 

• Where do you shop for groceries? We provide cards to all!! Fresco, Metro, Independent, etc.!  
• Where do you gas up your car? Esso, Petro, etc.?? 
• Don’t forget the men love Canadian Tire and Home Hardware! 

 
In 2018 I purchased my pretty shed in the backyard by saving each month.  And, I purchased all my food 
for the squirrels and birds from Canadian Tire Cards. My cats on the inside and the varmints on the 
outside have a great time watching each other! 
 
Order forms are available on the homepage of Trinity’s website and anytime from me. Orders are 
collected and placed on the first Sunday of each month. 
 
MOST OF ALL THANK YOU FOR HELPING OUR CHURCH …… Here’s how we did: 

 
 
 
 
 
Improv                    Kim Lambert 
 
The main purpose of this group is to have fun and 
learn the various skills of IMPROVISATION and 
how these skills can be used in real life.  The 
primary skills involve the TALL goals:  Trust, 
Accept, Let go and Listen.  Using these skills 
benefit us in many ways throughout daily life. 
 

The group meets every Tuesday from 7 to 8:30 pm 
in the Hearth Room. New participants, from high 
school age to 100 years plus, are always welcome 
as well as folk who just want to come and watch.  
There is no pressure to participate beyond one’s 
comfort level (although everyone is encouraged 
to do that). Anywhere from ten to 15 members 
participate each week. Many of the members are 
from Trinity, and one couple joined Trinity after 
experiencing IMPROV with us. 
 

We have done small ‘gigs’ in the past, including 
here at Trinity. Any money raised is donated to 
Trinity’s Special Fundraising. In this coming year 
we hope to perform for other outside audiences. 
 

We are mentored by, and owe special thanks to, 
Derek Shelly who has had many years of 
experience teaching IMPROV to community 
groups and high schools. He freely gives us his 
time and talent. He is assisted in this task by Ken 
Cole who has a long history of IMPROV 
involvement and development. We are grateful 
to them for the mentoring gifts they provide to 
us. 
 

Why not come out and see us some Tuesday 
evening. You’ll enjoy the experience and have 
some good belly laughs.
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Ministry & Personnel Committee              Linda Martin 
 
Committee Members: Darcy Dingle, Pat Allinson, Judy White and Linda Martin 
 
The purpose of the Ministry & Personnel Committee is: 

• to be available for consultation and support of all staff/contract persons, 

• to oversee the relationship of staff with each other and the congregation,  

• to facilitate annual performance appraisals as it relates to the goals and programs of Trinity, 

• to prepare, review and revise job descriptions and contracts along with the Minister and other 
appropriate committee chairs. 

 
Trinity's staff and contract members are Rev. Murray Rounding, Church Administrator: Suzy Simson, 
Director of Music: Johnny Langille, Custodian: Wayne Stahls and Treasurer: Bill Corrigan. 
 
Our Committee served Communion in January and held a fundraiser which we called the "January Blues 
Stews" at which we served stew, scones, cabbage salad and dessert.  During the evening, we held a 
Toonie auction which was very successful thanks to the generosity of those in our congregation who 
donated items, bought tickets to the dinner and spent their toonies for a chance to win. 
  
We bid farewell to Rev. Derek Shelly at the end of June and welcomed Rev. David Woodall who supplied 
most of the summer up until the Transition Team announced that Rev. Murray Rounding would be our 
Minister for two years beginning November 4th. 
 
Trinity's Youth program is still a challenge as we work together with Rev. Murray and Council in 
rebuilding it.  In the meantime, Keira Brisbois was hired to meet the needs of our youth, as required. 
 
Committee member Darcy Dingle fell at home in November requiring a lengthy hospital/rehabilitation 
facility stay.  Fortunately, Darcy was able to be at home for the Christmas holidays and was able to go 
home permanently on January 18, 2019. 
 
On December 16th, M&P Committee member Linda Martin, Johnny Langille and Doug Hicks 
acknowledged our very own Bob Attfield for sharing his musical gifts at Trinity. As well as occasionally 
playing duets with Johnny and providing Christmas music during the Frosty Fair, Bob volunteers as 
Music Director when Johnny is off on vacation or sick leave.  Trinity is blessed to have Bob! 
 
A Christmas luncheon was held December 21st at Judy White's home in honour of Trinity's staff and 
contractors.  This get-together is our opportunity to tell our staff how much they are appreciated for all 
they do to support all of us at Trinity. 
 
We are blessed to have such a wonderful team taking care of us at Trinity and look forward to another 
year of working with each one of them.  Please continue to offer your support to them. 
 
Here is a list of this new year's Committee members and their contact information.  Every member of 
congregation is encouraged to provide positive feedback to our staff/contractors.   
 
If there are any concerns, please submit them in writing to any member of our committee.  
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Ministry & Personnel con’t 
Pat Allinson  705-784-0291   or pallinson@cogeco.ca 
Judy White  705-787-1553   or jawhite44@me.com 
Darcy Dingle  705-787-8409   or ddinglemuskoka@gmail.com 
Susan Brenciaglia 705-788-1211   or suzabelle@vianet.ca (pending 2019 election) 
Linda Martin  705-571-0184   or drivingrange@cogeco.ca 

 

 
Mission and Service            Doris Monahan 
 
Mission and Service is our response to God’s call to be the Church: 

 to celebrate God’s presence, 
 to live with respect in Creation, 
 to love and serve others, 
 to seek justice and resist evil, 
 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,  
 our and our hope 
   from A New Creed 

 
Mission and Service is an important part of Trinity’s giving to others. The generosity of Trinity’s 
congregation and the United Church Women is a tangible example of God’s love in the world. Each day 
we are saving lives. Giving to Mission and Service is an outward expression of faith in a loving God who 
calls us to care for creation.  
 
Thank you for allowing us to meet our Mission and Service goal in 2018.  

 
Outreach Committee                 Diane Schamehorn 
 
The committee consists of very dedicated and supportive members of our congregation. Sylvia Leeder, 
Bonnie Gaughan, Rick Boddy (financial advisor), Doris Monahan (secretary), Janice Elliott and myself – 
Diane (chairperson). I would like to thank all the members for all the energy and assistance they provide. 
We held several meetings during the year, and had many open communications by email, over different 
matters that had come up, or just to share information. 
 
Mission and Service report has been submitted by Doris Monahan, our representative for Mission and 
Service. 
 
Some of our projects were as follows, and we couldn’t have done this without your help and generous 
givings to the Benevolent Basket, throughout the year. Thank you. 

1. We provided Fresco food vouchers to needy members of the community. The need in our town 
is so great. 

2. We donated $100.00 monthly to the Chrysalis House. 
3. In March, we donated $1000.00 from the Campership Fund to Camp Big Canoe. Mr. Steve Salt 

was invited to our morning service to accept this cheque on behalf of Camp Big Canoe. 
4. In June, we donated $100.00 to Camp Awesome. 

mailto:pallinson@cogeco.ca
mailto:jawhite44@me.com
mailto:ddinglemuskoka@gmail.com
mailto:suzabelle@vianet.ca
mailto:drivingrange@cogeco.ca
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5. In August, we held a fundraiser during the Sidewalk Sale day in Huntsville, but unfortunately it 
was not successful. There was a lot of discussion afterwards about the availability of getting to, 
and parking to the fundraiser with the Market being held on West Street.  

6. We donated money towards worthwhile projects through Gifts of Vision. 
7. In December, the generous donations of gifts cards, along with hats, mitts, and socks were 

collected from our church family. These were given out in December at the Table Soup Kitchen 
dinner. We were able to assist over sixty families. They were so appreciative and thankful of the 
gifts. They loved all the knitting that was done. 

8. We provide free bus transportation to Linda McEachern who volunteers to come once a week 
and fold church bulletins. Many thanks Linda. 

9. This fall, we donated protein food, on a monthly basis to an 
organization in Huntsville. Some of the needy mentioned 
they would like fresh meat, cheese or even a fresh egg. So, 
we hopefully filled that gap in a small way. 

10. In December, through generous donations, we served free 
hot chocolate and Christmas cookies, during the Santa 
Claus parade. We served approximately 75 people. Thank 
you to Rev. Murray Rounding, his wife Anne, and to Curtis 
and his son, Landon Schamehorn for helping. 

11. We donated to two families who lost their homes to fire in 
December. 

12. Sylvia continues to send out cards when needed. 
 
The Outreach Committee is an umbrella for various activities in the church. You will find their reports 
elsewhere in this Annual Report. 

 
Knitting Group                       Johanna van Ewijk 

 
In 2018, the fifth year for this outreach group, we knitted or crocheted and then donated: 

• Lap Blankets and Picc Line Covers to the Chemo Clinic 
• Hug Shawls and Slippers to Chrysalis House 
• Hug Shawls to some of our Trinity family at Fairvern 
• Slippers and Mitts to Table Soup Kitchen 
• Mitts to Nursery School at Muskoka Landing 
• Dish Cloths to Chrysalis House, Table Soup, The Nest 
• Mitts to Bracebridge Public School - some of our knitters come from Bracebridge. 

 
As well, we always keep a ready supply of Hug Shawls and Prayer Pockets available for the care and 
comfort of our Trinity family and, through them, the wider community. 
 
Occasionally, money is given to our group by a grateful recipient or their family. It buys more yarn to 
be used by the knitters. We also gladly receive donations of yarn. 
 
Our group meets the first Wednesday of every month in the Hearth Room from 1-3 pm. If you have any 
interest in knitting, or wish to learn, please join us for a wonderful afternoon of craft and fellowship. 
Our oldest knitter is turning 100 in February. New members are always welcome. Any questions? 
Contact Joan Behm: 705-787-0676 
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Property Committee             Maurice McGill 
 
It has been a very busy year for our elderly home, Trinity United.  Celebrating her 150th Birthday this 
year, she is getting old and, unfortunately, the wear and tear is on the rise. 
 
Once again, we were very busy with repairs and renovations in 2018.  To summarise: 

• The downstairs has been completely repainted and repaired.  Thank you to the Arnolds who 
donated the paint and their painting skills and to members of the Property Committee who 
completed other work. 

• The plumbing issues are now resolved with two new toilets installed in the basement.  As a 
result, our water consumption has been greatly reduced. 

• The north and east walls have been repointed and fitted with new down drains.  Nesting birds 
created this problem and we had no way of knowing about it until the breakdown occurred.  
Situated at the top of the entrance tower, it is a very difficult area to inspect. 

• The usual repairs with our heating system in the church and Trinity Hall due to aging systems. 
 
Our Group of Seven try to keep up with everyday maintenance when we are aware of a problem.  We 
ask if you find something wrong that you please call one of our group so we can correct the situation.  
We have some very talented people on this committee who are willing to do these jobs.  It is not 
uncommon that we do a repair every week and the list is too long to write in this report. 
 
I would like to personally thank all our members for the great work that they do through the year. 
The Group of Seven 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Humor! 
 

“Catch up with Jesus, lettuce praise & relish Him, cuz He loves me from my head to-ma-toes.” 

Adam & Eve, the first people to not read the Apple terms & conditions. 

Forgive your enemies – it messes with their heads. 

Be the kind of person your pet thinks you are. 

If you are praying for snow… please stop. 
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Special Events Coordinator                  Jane Booker 
 
This is a new position that was established late in 2017. The purpose of this role is to encourage people 
to come forward with ideas for a fundraiser or special event for our Trinity Family and community. Once 
the idea is presented, I see if there is sufficient interest to form a committee and then I assist that 
committee as required to make the event a reality. 
 

The response I received from the congregation last year was both remarkable and incredible!! 
 

Following is a list of events that occurred during 2018: 

• To date there have been 3 very successful Coffee Houses – under the skilled leadership of Chuck 
& Sally McClelland. 

• The Annual Luncheon for Leprosy was arranged by our UCW.  

• A Pancake Tuesday Lunch was organized by Nancy Waxl. 

• The UCW held a St. Patrick's Day Lunch. 

• Easter Morning Breakfast was served by Nancy Waxl and crew. 

• Eva Black & Sheila Petch were responsible for our Trivia Night. 

• Our very successful Progressive dinner (during a power outage!!) was arranged by Gayle & John 
McCaig, Joan & Ed Behm, Julie & John Brushey, Pat & Sonny Allinson, Maureen Newton, Fran & 
Gord Mitchell, and Marion & John McTavish. 

• Trinity's Royal Tea was taken care of by Susan & John Brenciaglia, Sue Hicks, Gayle & John 
McCaig, Pat Allinson, Eva Black and a number of Royal subjects who served and prepared the 
food. 

• Our most successful Silent Auction of Time /Services was thanks to Gord Mitchell and the entire 
Finance Committee. 

• Our Spring Variety Concert was a huge success due to, our very dedicated members consisting 
of Bob Attfield & Lynn McGregor and Sharon Webster. The talent they arranged for this event 
was Amazing!! 

• The Outreach Committee under the leadership of Diane Schamehorn prepared a luncheon 
during Huntsville’s August Sidewalk Sales Day. 

• On a beautiful day in September Trinity held a Golf Tournament “Fore” all. Thanks to Moe McGill 
& Maureen Newton and Gord & Jane Booker for setting up this “Tee”-rific Day!! 

• John & Marion McTavish and their entire cast and crew did a terrific job of presenting the play 
“Absent Friends” to us in late November. 

• The Frosty Fair under the direction of the UCW and with the help of most our congregation had 
an extremely rewarding event. 

• Every second Friday from September to May...Souper Sandwich serves up freshly made 
sandwiches, homemade soups and delicious desserts. Nancy Waxl and her many “Souper” 
helpers make this event happen. 

• And last but certainly not least is the hard work and dedication of Fran Mitchell (and the recent 
addition of Anne Rounding) who each month organize our Fund Script orders. 

• And to all of you who supported and contributed to these many varied events a heartfelt thank 
you is extended to each of you. 

• If I have omitted any organizers, planners or events please accept my apologies. 
 

Soo keep your ideas and suggestions coming loud and clear, 
As we all get prepared for another amazing fund-raising year!! 
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Spirit Café           Joanne Lips 
 
Spirit Café meets on the first Wednesday of each month of the year, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm, at the Soul 
Sistas Restaurant in Huntsville. (A small donation from each person attending is requested each time to 
help cover the cost of our time and use of the restaurant, and the suggested minimum is two dollars).  
 
Spirit Café is open to anyone who wishes to share in the wisdom of the group gathered. Participants 
join in the discussion as they feel willing and able to offer insight and wisdom to the conversation. 
 
The topic for each gathering is chosen at the previous gathering, with the person who has suggested it, 
being the one who volunteers to present a brief introductory summary of their interest in the given 
topic.  
 
Approximately one week before each month’s gathering, an email reminder is sent to all those who 
have requested to be put on the Spirit Café email list to be kept informed of the topic title, date, and 
time.  
 
Guidelines for Spirit Café attenders are:  

• That it is a place for open and informal discussion of spiritual topics and life’s big questions,  

• That the discussion and sharing accepts that there is more than one way of looking at an issue, 

• That each participant shares from their own perspectives, personal understandings, and life 
experience, 

• That it is place where participants are respectful of each other and strive to provide “equal time” 
for all who desire to share. 

 
Everyone present may participate or just listen to the conversation if preferred. Visitors and new 
members are very welcome to join us.  Anyone wishing to receive more information or to be added to 
the Spirit Café email list may contact Joanne at 705-789-1500. 
 
 

Souper Sandwich Lunch                   Nancy Waxl 
 
In 2018, we were able to contribute $3,500 to 
Special Fundraising.    We also catered to the 
Meals on Wheels Annual Meeting Luncheon 
again.   Our Convenors want to thank all our 
volunteers who donated soup, dessert, their time 
in the kitchen and setting up every month, from 
September to May.    We also thank YOU and your 
friends for coming out to eat!   Our January lunch 
started off slow due to stormy weather, so much 
that we just made sandwiches when needed.    We 
are always pleased to have new people on our list 
of helpers in the above categories.    Community 
members are very visible and some take 

advantage of our “take-out” service.    Chili has 
been popular during the fall and winter months.    
We have also introduced “Wraps” which seem to 
be of interest to a lot of people, instead of a 
sandwich.    Our present teams are very 
enthusiastic about 
helping, so if you have a 
positive attitude and 
willing heart, we 
welcome you with open 
arms.    We look forward 
to our 24th Anniversary 
on February 8th, 2019.
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The Table Soup Kitchen in Trinity Hall                 Justine McDonnell 
 
The Table Soup Kitchen served dinner to 151 children and youth and 1,981 adults during the past year 
2018 in Trinity Hall. The congregation of Trinity United Church continue to support the Table Soup 
Kitchen by enabling the dinners to be prepared in Trinity’s kitchen and served in Trinity Hall.  
 
Volunteers and guests are also extremely grateful for the ongoing community contributions given by 
Henrietta’s Pine Bakery, Kawartha Dairy, Deerhurst, Probus, Lions Club, the Hospital Auxiliary, Dwight 
United Church, Landed Loon at Tawingo, Port Sydney Fall Dinner, Tall Trees, Family Restaurant, 
Community Living, Hidden Valley, Huntsville Public, Huntsville High School, Circle, many, many 
generous individuals, and the summer camps: Rahma, Olympia, Kandalor, Big Canoe, Taylor Statten, 
Muskoka Woods.  
 
An enormous thank you to TRINITY OUTREACH, who received Trinity’s support in order to give away 
over 60 gift cards and a warm supply of socks, mitts, hats and scarves.  
 
 

Therapeutic Touch                  Shirley Boon 
 
The Therapeutic Touch Network of Ontario (TTNO) Huntsville afternoon branch met 11 times in the 
Hearth Room at Trinity United Church in 2018 on the last Monday of the month, except December, 
from 1:30 to 3:30 pm. 
 
Five to nine Therapeutic Touch® (TT) practitioners met to chat and continue learning about Therapeutic 
Touch, to meditate and to give and receive TT sessions as well as to give free TT sessions to members 
of the community.  In 2018 ten guests, including some from Trinity and some from Community Living, 
received twenty-four free Therapeutic Touch sessions. 
Shirley Boon, Recognized Teacher with the Therapeutic Touch Network of Ontario, taught two full day 
Therapeutic Touch workshops at Trinity this year.  Other Trinity and TTNO members who participate in 
the monthly outreach program are Chris Wall, Rick Boddy and Susan Brown. 
 
Thanks to Trinity for providing the space for this healing work and for advertising the free Therapeutic 
Touch sessions monthly in the church bulletin. 
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Trinity Transition Team Report          Lynda Arnold & Will Gibson 
 
Trinity’s Transition Team (TTT) was formed officially following the Congregational meeting in March 
2018. The members are Lynda Arnold, Shane Baker, Thelma Beaudry, Jane Booker, Will Gibson, Jim 
Miller, Jen Nicholson, Lynn Smith, Nancy Waxl. Lynda and Will agreed to co-chair the team. Presbytery 
Reps are Rev. Steve Willey and Rev. Nina Fulford. 
 
This team was tasked with hiring an Interim Minister, and supporting and assisting in the transitional 
work over the interim time. 
 
Throughout the summer a process of reviewing and interviewing candidates for the Interim Minister 
position was conducted with the successful candidate being chosen in September, Rev. Murray 
Rounding. Things moved quickly at this point, and Murray and his wife Anne sold their home in 
Amherstburg and moved to Huntsville by the end of October for the 
official start date of November 1st. 
 
On November 18th a covenanting service took place between Rev. Murray 
and Trinity’s congregation. At this service Trinity’s Transition Team 
presented a dragonfly as Trinity’s symbol for this 2-year transition period. 
The dragonfly represents transformation, wisdom, change, light and 
adaptability in life. This seemed most appropriate for our hopes for 
Trinity. 
 
A team building evening took place in November under the expert leadership of Rev. Karen Hilfman 
Millson. Here the team established and agreed on rules to work by, in confidentiality, commitment, and 
decision-making using levels of agreement. 
 
On December 3rd Murray introduced Appreciative Inquiry, an exercise in remembering the high point 
of our members’ Trinity stories from the past. The team began this process with the Council Executive, 
and will continue working through Trinity’s committees, groups and congregation. This process will help 
to identify Trinity’s core values and allow us to build on our strengths. 
 
At a second meeting in December, Rev. Steve Willey, one of our Presbytery reps on the team led us 
through a series of activities on System Theories, showing how various things affect working together 
and the delicate balancing act in relationships. 
 
At this point the Transition Team continues to meet biweekly, primarily focused on preparing for the 
tasks that we will be working on in the months ahead. The Annual General Meeting will be the launch 
of some of the more direct engagement with the Congregation. We will need input from every member 
as we explore who we are from an historical point of view.  
 
2019 is an important year for Trinity, our 150th anniversary as a church in Huntsville. The Transition 
Team will lead and coordinate the events around this celebration. These events tie in nicely with the 
work that we need to accomplish this year. 
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Trustee Report               Murray Arnold 
 
In my Annual Report to the congregation last year, I stated that 2018 would be a year requiring some 
hard decisions with respect to the manse when the lease expired in November 2018. That decision 
came sooner than expected when the tenant asked permission to terminate their lease at the end of 
February to pursue employment in Ottawa which was granted.  
 
The Trustees decided to recommend selling the manse and received Council approval and subsequently 
Presbytery approval to do so. The manse was listed for sale at the end of March and sold the first week 
of April. That was the easy part. 
 
The next 6 months consisted of getting permits, severance, zoning, surveys and the installation of an 
expensive sewer redirect to meet District requirements. The sale finally closed on October 15th. The 
costs have all been taken care of and the proceeds have been invested as indicated in the accompanying 
financial reports. 
 
With the sale of the manse and the Madill Church removed from Trinity’s responsibility, our insurance 
coverage cost has been reduced by almost 50%. 
 
In addition, the Deep Roots funds remaining and held in trust by the Trustees were turned over this fall 
to the church general fund as directed by the Deep Roots Committee. 
 
The Trustees also assisted the church general fund with a donation of $5000 to cover the cost of the 
emergency brick work repairs on the church proper. In addition, the Trustees have provided a loan in 
the amount of $12,000 to the church general fund to cover the costs of ministerial moving expenses 
that will be repaid to the Trustee funds over the next 2 years. 
 
The manse proceeds have been invested with TUCC (Toronto United Church Council) ($100,000) and 
with the Toronto Dominion Bank investment fund portfolio ($180,000). 
 
The Trustees appreciate the assistance of Will Gibson in investing these funds and the Trustees have 
established an investment committee of Will Gibson, Ross Gilbert (Trustee’s Treasurer), and myself 
(Trustees’ Chair) to provide ongoing monitoring of these investment funds. 
 
I am grateful to the Trustee Committee members: Julie Brushey, Alastair Dunlop, Ross Gilbert, Diane 
Litchfield, Bryan MacKenzie, Nancy Waxl and Rev. Murray Rounding for their dedication and support 
throughout the past year. They have attended 8 Trustee meetings as well as responding to various email 
questions and comments with respect to the various issues dealt with this year. I am especially grateful 
to Ross Gilbert for his attention to detail in not only the Trustee accounts, but also the Deep Roots/New 
Growth funds, the Piano Fund and now his participation in the investment review committee. 
 
The Trustees’ objectives in the new year will be to manage the investments creating a regular income 
to add to Trinity’s General Fund, and to assist with financial support as directed, if and when the need 
arises. 
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Trinity United Church Women                Justine McDonnell 
 
THANK YOU TO TRINITY’S CONGREGATION. Your support of our fundraising has been essential in 
enabling us to meet our 2018 budgeted major financial donations: to Trinity $6,000.00, Mission & 
Service $3,000.00, to Leprosy Mission Canada $960.00, also Chrysalis, Muskoka Chaplaincy and Friends 
of Fairvern, $200.00 each. We again purchased coffee for all church-related events this year at a cost 
of $915.81!  Please see Shirley Woodard’s UCW Treasurer’s Report setting out all the details.   
 
Deanna McKee has continued to send greeting cards to celebrate our members’ birthdays. Vi McQuain 
is 103!  Deanna also sends “Get Well”, “Thinking of You”, Sympathy cards and flowers on occasion.    
 
We were sorry to see long-time UCW members Carol Hamilton and Sally Brady move away from 
Huntsville and were saddened by the death of past long-standing members Evelyn Greene and Elsie 
LeDrew. 
 
Nancy Waxl and Julie Brushey have faithfully served on the executive of Living Waters UCW Presbyterial 
for several years.  With the rearrangement of the governing structures of the United Church, it has not 
yet been decided how UCW will be organized to carry out its responsibilities in Shining Waters Region.  
 
The events that kept us on our toes, laughing, and sometimes humble during 2018 were the luncheon 
in support of Leprosy Mission Canada, our own St. Patrick’s Day lunch, hosting Living Waters AGM, 
Spring Fling Concert – thank you Bob Attfield, Monahan’s  60th Wedding Anniversary,  Music Men’s 
“Afterglow” refreshments, our very own FROSTY FAIR  $5,044.85!!!, 
a  Book Launch reception,  Music Men Concert reception, Muskoka 
Concert Association reception,  and catering a full, festive 
Christmas turkey dinner for the Duplicate Bridge Club. 
 
We always enjoy the fellowship of working together on our various 
church and community projects.  We most sincerely thank all the 
men in our lives at Trinity and at home for their faithful support and 
help! 
 
 

 
Funeral Reception Report                 Nancy Waxl 
 
We catered to 4 funerals during 2018.   A net sum 
of $1,375 was given to our UCW Treasurer.   (See 
UCW Financial Report included in the Annual 
Report.)    This service to the bereaved families is 
very much appreciated.    At the moment, our 
UCW members supply squares/cookies, etc. so we 
are able to keep a freezer supply of such on hand 
for catering.   We do appreciate Trinity members 
and your cooperation in donating sandwiches 

when called, and acknowledge your generosity 
with heartfelt THANKS!   The members of this 
Committee are:   Trudy Craig, Diane Schamehorn, 
Pat Mattice, Phyllis Jones, Chris Wall and myself.   
Extra helpers when needed are Pat Tremblay and 
Betty Murr.   Thank you!
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Living Waters UCW Presbyterial                 Nancy Waxl 
 
Our Annual Meeting was to be held on Monday, April 16th, 2018 at Trinity United Church, Huntsville.    
The theme was “Stepping Forward…Together”, but due to a winter freezing forecast, this was cancelled 
and held at Camp Big Canoe on June 18th.    Pat Edmonds talked about the new boundaries for UCW 
Presbyterial.    Steve Salt was introduced as new Director of Camp Big Canoe replacing retiring Director 
Bill Stevens.    Worship service was held at Fraserburg Church at the end of the day. 
 
Our September “Fall Meeting” was held at Bala United Church on September 17th. 
 
Our last meeting of the year was November 26th, held at St. James United, Innisfil.    This was our Advent 
Christmas Market Meeting, when members brought jams, preserves, handmade gifts to be sold with 
profits for M & S.    Approximately 75 people attended. 
 
It is always a pleasure to bring back news from our meetings to our church members.    As we enter 
2019, our new Region 10 (Shining Waters) will be meeting to discuss the pros and cons of 4 plans, of 
what events, projects and activities to continue.    This meeting will be held on January 24th at York 
Pines United for this purpose.    News will still be coming. 
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Worship/Christian Education Committee             Carole Walsh 
 
The purpose of the Worship Committee is to encourage the people of God to gather regularly for 
worship and to make the act of worship central to the life of the congregation. 
 
Current members are: Carole Walsh, Eva Black, Wayne Witney, Al Taylor, Sheila Petch, Lynne 
Thompson, Ellen Pickering, Music Director Johnny Langille and Reverend Murray Rounding. 
 
2018 Projects 

• The first annual Trivia night was held April. It happened to be the same night as our worst winter 
storm of the year, still approximately 40 people attended and had a lot of fun. A trophy was 
awarded to the winning team. The Worship Committee would like to thank Heather Hockin for 
all her hard work in organizing the questions and acting as the emcee for the evening. Thanks 
too, to Eva. 

• For 6 consecutive Sundays starting in April, we had “Your Favourite Hymn”. Congregation 
members submitted the name of their favourite hymn and we sang one a week. The member 
was asked to explain why it was their favourite hymn and a little history of it. 

• The Christian Education Committee is still in flux. Kiera Brisbois has been on a contract to be 
available each Sunday to take any children in attendance out for Sunday School. Adult education 
still needs to be organized. 

• Pulpit supply through June, the summer and until October 31st was covered with special thanks 
to: Joanne Purchase, Nina Fulford, Ken Deer, John McTavish, Linda Newnham, Carol Hancock, 
Stephen Willey and Pat Edmonds. We thoroughly enjoyed having the Reverend David Woodall 
as our part-time supply minister for July through to the end of October. In November we 
welcomed our 2-year Interim minister, Reverend Murray Rounding. 

• With a variety of leaders in worship over the last 6 months in 2018, our services have seen a 
variety in order and content, and our congregation has graciously adapted accordingly. 

• The Worship Committee is considering requesting 100 “More Voices” hymn books. 

• A special thank you to Joan Behm who, in the past, has changed the beautiful Sanctuary banners. 
The Worship Committee oversees this task.  

• The book club met several times thanks to the hard work of Elsie Corrigan. There are no further 
meetings planned till someone picks up the organization of it. 

• The first project of the new 2019 Committee will be to finally take the time to review the 
Wedding and Funeral policies. 

 
Communion and Special Services 

• A special thank you to Judy Hall and Sue Hicks for their preparation of the Communion elements 
as needed through the year. 

• At the February 18th Communion Service an alternate way of serving the host was tried. There 
were a few mix ups and the Worship Committee would like to try again. 

• On Palm Sunday, March 25th, Communion was celebrated by 155 people and there were 8 
children in attendance. The children distributed palm fronds to the congregation. Two palm 
trees decorated the front of the Sanctuary. 

• On Maundy Thursday, March 29th, Johnny and the choir presented a very special musical mix. 
Unfortunately, attendance at the service was low. 
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• Easter Sunday, April 1st, saw a group gather for a lovely sunrise service at Cann Lake and were 
blessed to see the sun rise up from behind the hills. It was a chilly morning but we were warmed 
by a bonfire. Those in attendance were invited back to Trinity Hall for breakfast. 

• An informal outdoor service has been held Martin’s farm in the past. There was not one planned 
for 2018. 

• The Worship Committee would like to thank Lynda Arnold and her assistants for decorating the 
Sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas season; and also, Justine McDonnell for her quiet 
attention to the flowers and tables in the Narthex and beyond. 

• There were two services on Christmas Eve, at 7 pm and 11 pm. Each service welcomed a good 
number and offered a celebration in different forms.  At the 7 pm service Ian McTavish sang a 
solo, while Sue and Doug Hicks provided special music for the later service. Communion was 
celebrated at the late service concluding with a candle circle while singing Silent Night. 

 
Music 
Johnny continued his special summer music program and also assisted visiting guest preachers with 
their services. Summer musical contributions came to us from Johnny, Doug and Sue Hicks, Judy White, 
Ian McTavish, Avalon McTavish, Brian Smith, and Bob Attfield. Johnny invites volunteers to help with 
the summer programming. If you would like to participate with music or drama, Johnny would love to 
hear from you. 
 
The 2018 Christmas Cantata was outstanding! Thanks to Johnny and the choir for their hard work. 
  
BEST WISHES TO DEREK! 
The Worship Committee takes this opportunity to thank Rev. 
Derek, who retired in June of 2018, for his guidance and 
leadership. Best wishes, Derek. You are missed. 

 
 
 
Trinity’s Youth and Young Families 2018 
 
In February Scott Taylor and Ian McTavish organized a games 
and pizza Friday night event with 22 young families attending. It 
was an evening enjoyed by all and plans to continue were made. 
As the year progressed some dates were set but with much less 
availability. Although the response was encouraging, the busy lives of this age group hampered further 
gatherings. 
 
Ian and son, Liam led the youth in a couple of Sundays in Trinity Hall building a large picnic table that 
was donated to Camp Big Canoe. 
 
Keira has continued to be available on Sunday mornings for the Sunday Kids’ Program as needed and 
Fran Mitchell accompanies her or fills in.  
 
Special thanks to all who have supported and helped in this area! 
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Trinity’s Choir          Doug Hicks 
 
Under the continued and capable leadership of John Langille, Trinity's choir enjoyed another successful 
year. We were happy to welcome a few new members who joined us for our Christmas cantata and 
have decided to come on a permanent basis! When all members are present, our choir is about 30 
people. We are sadly missing long-time members, Bruce and Lenore Werry. We would like to thank Bob 
Attfield for filling in for John when necessary. Also, a big thank you to Chuck and Sally 
McClelland whose quarterly Coffee Houses have provided us with some extra funds 
for purchasing new music. During this time of transition, the choir feels that 
we can help provide a sense of stability through our music. 
 
We meet every Wednesday at 7 pm in the sanctuary. If you like to sing, 
please come out and join our "musical" family. Singing is good for the soul!!! 

 
 
 
Nominating Committee Report               Lynda Arnold 
 
The members of the Nominating Committee were: Joanne Purchase and Diane Schamehorn from 
Council, and Lynda Arnold and Nancy Waxl from the Transition Team.  
 

The following are retiring: Elsie Corrigan, Shirley Neil and Al Taylor and we thank them for their faithful 
service to Trinity Church Council. 
 

These people have completed one 3-year term and are willing to stand for nomination for a second 3-
year term: David Beaudry, Thelma Beaudry, Sylvia Leeder, Doris Monahan, Carole Walsh and Judy 
White.  
 

Those nominated for a new 3-year term on Council are: Susan Brenciaglia, Susan Brown, Zelda Dwyer, 
Sue Hicks, Larry Mitchell and Peggy Peterson. 
 

The Nominating Committee also presents Julie Brushey for the position of Council Chair for a 2-year 
term. 
  

The positions of Council Secretary and Vice Chair of Council have not been filled at the time of writing 
this report. The two Regional Council Rep positions will not be filled at this time. The 2019 Council will 
have the opportunity to bring nominations for these positions to the congregation at a future point. 
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ANNUAL MEETING – TRINITY UNITED CHURCH - Huntsville 

Sunday, February 5, 2018 
Present:  Chair Joanne Purchase, Bill Corrigan, Kavin Hawley, Derek Shelly, Harry Schulz, Molly Lamon, 
Bette Tusz, Ken Deer, Lila Deer, Lloyd A. Henry, Dorothy Russell, Marjorie Adam, Diane Litchfield, 
Mary Simonett, Joyce White, Ian Gibbard, Marg Gibbard, Donna Hughes, Ross Gilbert, Pat Tremblay, 
Shirley Woodard, Kim Healey, Barb Stephen, Paul Stephen, Murray Arnold, Lynda Arnold, Shirley 
Boon, Eva Black, John McTavish, Marion McTavish, Judy Hall, Kim Lambert, Nadya Tarasoff, Jim Miller, 
Thelma Beaudry, Lois Stead, Bob Smith, Sylvia Leeder, Doreen Steele, Gloria Hartwick, Jean Reynolds, 
Bonnie Gaughan, Bernice Spearn,  Deanna McKee, Julie Brushey, Linda Martin, John Brushey, Susan 
Brenciaglia, John Brenciaglia, Joanne Lips, Sally Brady, Maurice McGill, Maureen Newton, Lynn 
Montgomery, Roy Montgomery, Mansfield Rogers, Justine McDonnell, Will Gibson, Elsie Corrigan, 
Alastair Dunlop, Sandra Kirkwood 
 

Chair Purchase declared a quorum and as such called the 2018 Annual General Meeting to order with 
a prayer. 
 

Appointment of Secretary 
Congregation agreed to appoint Sandra Kirkwood to record the minutes for this meeting. 
 

Voting Privileges 
Congregation agreed that voting privileges would include adherents and regular members. 
 

Adoption of the Agenda 
Congregation agreed to the agenda as presented. 
 

Approve Minutes of February 5, 2017 
Chair Purchase reviewed the minutes of the last AGM of February 5, 2017.  Approved by the 
Congregation as presented. 
 

Approve Minutes of Congregational Meeting of April 30, 2017 
Chair Purchase reviewed the minutes of the Congregational Meeting of April 30th, 2017.  Approved as 
presented. 
 

Approve Annual Reports 2017 
The Annual Reports for 2017 (with the exception of Trustees, Madill Church, Financial Report/Budget, 
Nominating Committee) were presented and approved. 
 

Trustees:  Chair M. Arnold provided an overview of the Trustees report with special notation to the 
matter of the Manse.  Chair Arnold noted that the Trustees continue to investigate, with the 
assistance of Presbytery, available options not excluding sale. 
 

Madill Church:  Doris Monahan provided an overview of the Madill Church report noting that the sale 
of it would be completed in February 2018 and Trinity members would no longer be involved with it.   
 

Financial Report:  Chair Will Gibson provided an overview of the financial status for the year 2017 and 
addressed concerns raised by various Committees.  It was requested that the M&S percentage (15% 
of envelope/PAR + loose collection) provided by Council be reviewed for accuracy.  
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Nominating Committee 
Nominating Committee members are as follows:  Bill Corrigan, Doris Monahan, Diane Schamehorn, 
Carole Walsh, and Joanne Purchase. 
The following individuals were nominated and subsequently approved for the 2018 Council: 
Pat Allinson, Ian Currie, Doug Farrar, Bonnie Gaughan, Maurice McGill, Diane Schamehorn, Al Taylor 
are appointed for a second 3-year term. 
Shane Baker, Marion Boddy, Rick Boddy, Eleanor Fry, Suzette Nelson, Marion Nichols, Marlene Schell 
are appointed for a first term. 
The Chair noted the following members are retiring and thanked them for their service; Marj Adam, 
Pat Crawford, Will Gibson, Lynn Smith and Sharon Webster. 
 

Correspondence 
Lynda Arnold read an email as sent by Ian McTavish detailing a proposal for an interim Youth 
Worker/Sunday School Coordinator.  The Congregation supported the proposal and directed the 
necessary funding be provided.   
 

Courtesies 
Linda Martin thanked all members of the Church Staff and Contractors.  Kim Lambert, on behalf of the 
Congregation, expressed gratitude and appreciation to Rev. Derek Shelly for his dedication to Trinity 
and the Community. 
 

Meeting adjourned  
 
 

Trinity United Church Congregational Meeting – Huntsville, ON 

Sunday, March 11th, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. 
  
Chair Purchase called the meeting to order with a prayer. 
  
The Chair noted the purpose of the meeting is to ratify decisions taken by Full Church Council with 
respect to the appointment of a Transition Team in the search for an Intentional Interim Minister; and 
further to ratify the goals, as required by Presbytery for the Intentional Interim minister. 
  
Chair Purchase further noted that only full members of the Church are permitted to vote at this 
meeting. 
 
In accordance with the policy as dictated by Presbytery, the Chair outlined the decision taken by 
Council, on February 26th, with respect to the process for the replacement of Rev. Shelly and a list of 
goals.   Chair Purchase reported that Council had agreed to pursue an Intentional Interim Minister 
with the assistance of Presbytery and the required Transition Team to do so.  The Team members as 
recommended are: Lynda Arnold, Shane Baker, Thelma Beaudry, Jane Booker, Will Gibson, Nancy 
Waxl, Jim Miller, Jennifer Nicholson and Lynn Smith. 
  
The Chair identified the goals and priorities as: 

• assist in envisioning new future direction 

• examine and possibly redesign Executive Council and Committee system of church governance 

• find ways to attract young families and children 

• establish improved pastoral care for an aging congregation 
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• assist in the set up of mid week programming 

• increase understanding of and participation in wider church 
  
Considerable discussion and concern were raised by the congregation with respect to process in that 
Full Church Council should not be making the decision but rather bringing information forward for 
discussion and approval by the Congregation. The Chair explained the process as outlined by 
Presbytery and emphasized that Council, as the governing body, has the authority to make the 
decision but does require ratification by the Congregation.   When asked the impact of non-
ratification by the congregation, Chair Purchase outlined the process that would need to be followed 
and noted that this would in all likelihood be deemed a non-confidence vote in Council. 
 
Intentional Interim Minister  
Moved by:         Judy Hall Seconded by:    Shirley Boon 
That Council’s recommendation to pursue an Intentional Interim Minister and identified goals, along 
with the aforementioned Transition Team is ratified by Trinity United Church congregation.  Carried. 
 
Meeting concluded at 11:50 a.m. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

God, you are always calling your people 
to follow you into the future, 
inviting them to new ventures, new challenges, 
new ways to care, 
new ways to touch the hearts of all. 
 

When they become fearful of the unknown, give them courage. 
 
When they worry that they are not up to the task,  

remind them that you would not call them 
if you did not believe in them.  
 

When they get tired, 
or feel disappointed with the way things are going, 
remind them that you can bring change and hope 
out of the most difficult situations.  

 
~Neil Paynter 


